
Javadoc



Javadoc overview

◼ Javadoc is a documentation generator utility that parses declarations 

and specially formatted source code comments to build 

comprehensive API references in an HTML format

◼ For each item, begin with a short summary

◼ Common Javadoc tags include the following:

◼ @param name description – describes method/constructor 

parameter

◼ @return description – describes the return value

◼ @throws ExceptionType description – describes an exception the 

method may throw

◼ Additional tags: @author, @version, and more

◼ Documentation: https://docs.oracle.com/javase/8/docs/technotes/tools/windows/javadoc.html
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Automating and exporting Javadoc

◼ We will use the Javadoc Tools for VS Code 

extension*

◼ Allows you to Generate Javadoc for workspace 

or open file

◼ Can export Javadoc (only works with a 

package structure)

◼ Command to generate Javadoc:

◼ javadoc -d docs src/*.java

◼ docs is directory to store documentation

◼ src is directory containing *.java files
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